NUMBER-SYSTEMS AND NUMBER-SYMBOLS.              9
sary. In one of the tombs near the pyramids of Gizeh have been found hieroglyphic numerals in which 1 is represented by a vertical line, 10 by a kind of horseshoe, 100 by a short spiral, 10 000 by a pointing finger, 100 000 by a frog, 1 000 000 by a man in the attitude of astonishment. In the hieratic symbols the figure for the unit of higher order stands to the right of the one of lower order in accordance with the law of sequence already mentioned. The repetition of symbols for a unit of any particular order does not obtain, because there are special characters for all nine units, all the tens, all the hundreds, and all the thousands.* We give below a few characteristic specimens of the hieratic symbols:
I   LI   ill   -   "I   A   A   <A   ~
193       4      5      10        20         80        40
The Babylonian cuneiform inscriptionsf proceed from left to right, which must be looked upon as exceptional in a Semitic language. In accordance with the law of sequence the units of higher order stand on the left of those of lower order. The symbols used in writing are chiefly the horizontal wedge >*-, the vertical wedge Y, and the combination of the two at ah angle^ The symbols were written beside one another, or, for ease of reading and to save space, over one another. The symbols for 1, 4, 10, 100, 14, 400, respectively, are as follows :
* Cantor, I., pp. 43, 44.                t Cantor, I., pp. 77, 78.